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Current research

• Circulation of the formula diversity in the French-
speaking Belgian press: intense promotion around 
various public problems

• RQ: What meanings of the formula diversity have 
been mobilized by which actors in the public media 
arena of the French-speaking Belgian general 
press, thus contributing to its emergence as public 
problem(s) in the 2000s?



Diversity: State of the art

• The « word » : fuzzy, polysemous, …

• The « problem » : Can name several public problems:
• Minorities and discriminations (Bereni and Jaunait 2009; 

Adam 2006; Tandé 2013)
• Cultural exception and UNESCO (Mathien 2013 ; Sholomon-

Kornblit 2018)

• A « formula » (Krieg-Planque 2009)



Methodology

• Corpus :
• Articles with the word diversity in the three main

newspapers in Francophone Belgium (Le Soir, La Libre
Belgique et La Dernière Heure – Les Sports).

• From Januari 2000 to December 2020.

• 7 millions words, 11 488 articles.

• Lexicometry and qualitative analysis



Results:  
A moment of intense circulation (the second
half of the decade 2000-2010) of diversity
around two main public problems :

- the defense of heritage, facing the risks represented by
the growing liberalization of international trade;

- the promotion of minorities, mainly in companies, in a
context of struggle against discrimination.



Results (“promotion of minorities” )
- Starting in 2005, a rise of appearances of co-occurrents related

to the managerial discursive field, mainly companies.

- A return to the corpus leads us to articles whose actors
resonate with those identified in the literature review (Bereni,
2009; Tandé, 2013), such as (often international) private
companies, "diversity entrepreneurs" (Bereni, 2009) such as HR
and executives promoting CSR, as well as employers'
organizations, political and institutional actors related to
employment and the economy or academics.

- From 2009-2010, co-occurrents related to the management (and
defense of heritage) appear less regularly. Its use as a ‘formula’
remains present but less frequent than in the previous period.



Articulating PhD and professional career

- A professional career around

“diversity in media”

- A polemical topic ?

- (French) discourse analysis VS Critical Discourse Analysis

- Redefining the PhD project: how diversity arose as a public issue
in the media, competing with and reconstructing other public
issues, or public problems



Reflexivity and positionality

- Why this topic ?

- Values : promotion of diversity ? Inequalities ?

- Neutrality ?

- Role(s) in the rise of a public problem
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