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Mehmet Yesiltas’in 4. Ulusal Antarktika Seferi (TAE-IV) kapsaminda katilim sagladigi
2019-2020 Belgika Antarktik meteorit arama ve toplama seferi (BELAM), 15 Ocak ve 6 Subat
2020 tarihleri arasinda Nansen Buz Bolgesi’nin C kisminda ger¢eklesmistir. Sefer ekibi (4 bilim
insan1 ve 2 rehber) C kisminin daha 6nceden belirlenen bolgelerini aramis ve agirligt 8 kg’a
ulagan toplam 66 meteorit toplamistir. Toplanan meteoritler, {izerindeki buz ve kar erimeden
¢ozdiiriilmesi ve ardindan siniflandirilmalart i¢in Antarktika’dan dondurulmus ortamda
Japonya’da bulunan Ulusal Kutup Arastirmalari Enstitlisi'ne (NIPR) gonderilmistir.
Meteoritlere ek olarak, mikrometeorit toplamak amaci ile ¢cevredeki bir dag’in tepe noktasindan
birka¢ kilogram toz halinde sediman toplanmistir. Toplanan sediman’in i¢indeki buz ve kar
Prenses Elisabeth Antarctica (PEA) istasyonunda temizlendikten sonra bilimsel arastirmalar
icin Belgika ve Tiirkiye’ye getirilmistir.
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The 2019-2020 Belgian Antarctic meteorite search and recovery expedition (BELAM)
took place between 15 January and 6 February 2020 within the area C of Nansen Ice Field, in
which Mehmet Yesiltas participated as part of the 4" Turkish Antarctic Expedition (TAE-IV).
The expedition team (4 scientists and 2 field guides) searched the pre-determined sections of
area C and recovered a total of 66 meteorites, totaling to ~8 kg. The recovered meteorites, while
still frozen, were transported to the National Institute of Polar Research (NIPR) in Japan, where
the samples will be dry-thawed and classified. In addition to meteorites, a few kilograms of fine
sediment from the mouintain tops have also been collected with the goal of extracting
micrometeorites within the sediment. The collected sediment samples were defrosted at the
Princess Elisabeth Antarctica (PEA) station and transported to Belgium and Turkey for
scientific investigations.
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