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Fig. 7 Thc frontiers of the General government in time. (TV 5.577, Courtesy of the Royal Library

th cenffary was in favour of a very short term strategy, and, supported in their

a by the big industries in Germany, asked for a severe repression of the Belgian
people; When the ongoing war in 1916 asked for more labour than Germany could
offer, the mlhtary lobby in Berlin asked and obtained that Belgium would be forced
to deliver man power to work in the German war industry. Even if these deporta-
tion topped rather quickly under national and international pressure, they only did
at part of Belgium that was governed by the General government (Fig. 7). In
-tappengebzet roughly the western part of the country, where the military party
leld to ifs prerogatives, deportations went on until the very end of the war. Even it
orkers came back from Germany, they were often immediately sent to the

ont in the south, amongst other things to bmld the new Hmdenburg line or

w of the British Front—Sect. 1, 1915.(1V 3.531, Coux’tesy.o

Fig. 6 The Daily Muil Birds Eye Vie
the Royal Library of Belgium)
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Fig. 8 Viamland and Wallonie, 1917. QVIC IMP 339, Courtesy of the Royal Library of Belgium)

territory that necessarily has to go to Germany, II the territory that would best go to
the Flemish and the Walloons respectively, Il the territory that pethaps should goto
Luxemburg. The Lid¢ge basin with its metal industry logically had to be incorporated
in the German empire (de Schaepdrijver 2005, p. 221). Interestingly the booklet is
mentioned in the Belgian bibliography of 1917 under the heading history and ge-
ography (Bibliographie de Belgique 1917, p. 102). Its presence in Belgium clearly
served propagandistic purposes. As a German product it also shows how intimately
publications of certain professional historians and university professers mingled
with politics. That this attitude was not always as obvious as in Meister’s case i§
exemplified by the following map by Fischer and Schanebaum (see Fig. 9), where,
a similar, if less explicit, attitude towards Belgium can be detected. Tt has the looks
of a school map and is indeed present in different German reviews on higher educ
tion. The Monatschrift fiir Hohere Schulen of 1916 (p. 381) comments on the map
by saying that the history of the expansion of the different European states and their
power since the Renaissance gives anice insight into the evolution of contemporary
Burope. The overview starts in 1556 and ends in 1916. )
Dr. Hans Fischer probably is the geographer Fischer (1860-1941), pupil

the geo-politician Friedrich Ratzel, who worked as a cartographer for the '
portant Leipzig map publisher Wagner & Debes. Herbert (Felix) Schonebatl
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: ref_s_den‘and Leipzig, was a pedagogue and a historian. Interestingly

as ‘pupil of Karl Lamprecht, whose biography he wrote (Chicker:
e 1v) More than a i?iography, the book was a kind of tribute to his
- mag Gl‘-.._Kf:.lﬂ Lamprecht is the key to understand this map. He was a well
s_to_rlqﬂ_= in Qermany, at the time often criticized by his fellow profes-
me;?err;mt, sof:io~econom_ic approach to the subject. Being a friend
renne, _h: published his History of Belgium in Germany. The patriot
professor Lamprecht was firmly convinced of Germany’s mission to
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recover Belgium, and esp. its Flemish part. The Belgian identity was a vague
idea to him, which could not be politically defended (Chickering 1993, p. 439).
He visited the Belgian front in 1914 and the establishment of the political gov-
ernment under the direction of von der Lancken-Wakenitz actually goes back to
his idea of a foreign policy of culture, whose ambassador he would have loved to
become. He died on the 10th of May 1915. When comparing the Flemish and the
Walloons during a conference in Dresden a couple of months before his death, he
concluded that the first were in fact German and he tried to demonstrate that ev-
erything that had happened in the country’s history (i.e. the history of the Neth-
erlands) was in fact German (de Schaepdrijver 2005, pp. 142--143). This is more
or less what this map tells us. In fact, it takes us back to the period of Charles v,
when the German emperor governed the Netherlands and most parts of Europe.
In a personal conversation with the German emperor, Lamprecht had deplored
the fact that the German empire had abandoned the Netherlands in the sixteenth
century. In the legend to the last map, the map of 1916, Schonebaum explicitly
follows the official thesis of the German government as if the war was starfed
by the Germans in self-defence: the aggression (by the English together with the
French and the Russians), be writes, was countered thanks to the occupation of
Belgium and Northern France.

The former maps are all clearly destined for propaganda policy only. They ex-
press ideas and do not care for geographic detail. For purchasing this latter kind of
maps, one clearly had to buy or try to get hold of German products, although they
were censored too before being put on the market and served propaganda policies.

Figure 10 shows a map of July 1916, illustrating the war fronts in the East and in. .

Ttaly at that time, but the map starts with showing the front line of Belgium.
At first sight, the curved lines seem to indicate a progressive movement of the

German forces, but a closer look and reading of the information on the map makes

us understand that it reflects the positions during the first months of the war i

1914. The full line (which would usually indicate the most recent front line) near :

Paris is the front line of the German army in September 1914. Two years had passed
since the German army had come within 70 km (43 miles) of Paris, but was forced
to retreat by the French and British troops at the First Battle of the Marmne (6-12
September), north of the Aisne River. The map was exclusively distributed in Bel

gium and France by the Georg Stilke company. At the time, it was the founder’s sott:

who had taken over the business. His father had established the first railway statio
bookshop in Berlin in 1882, whereas Hermann oot
on ships and in hotels, but above all created no less than 263 military bookshop
during WWI. He had Jearned the tricks of the trade in America, England and Fran
before entering his father’s company (Haug 2007, p. 157 f.). He was thus a goo
ally to the German government in developing its propaganda policy. The map'¥
most probably intended for German soldiers, not so much for the Belgian popula
tion. The inventory of the Royal Library states it was found among the docum
left by the enemy.
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7 'when Hindenburg could be convinced to stop the massive depor-

elg} to Germany, the General government decided as part of its

h_eI_I-"t'.aker} out of the political department, as was censorship) to
1 _}stra}tlon. into two parts, a Flemish and a Walloon one, in or-
p_gss1ble influence of the French speaking part of the country
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Fig. 11 Flemming’s Kriegskarte, 1915 {(IV 2 449, Courtesy of the Royat Library of Belgium)

(de Schaepdrijver 2003, p. 254 {f.). Germany understood by then it could not win::
the war anymore and that even peace would not be negotiated on its own terms but : S
rather on those of the Allies. In doing so, it therefore hoped that it would keep som ser region. Best known is without doubt the Battle of Passchendael
ioal P ) g 00,000 casualties) which started acle (roughly
political influence after the war or perhaps even get military guarantees in a polit e on 6 November 1917 and ended the Third Battle
cally divided Belgium. With the Flamenpolitik getting a more official charactet;:1
also had its impact on maps, or rather maps seem to have played a role in this policy
too. If we compare two editions of the same map (nr. 23) of Flemming’'s Kriegska
(see Figs. 11 and 12), the first dating from 1915 and the second from 1917, on
major difference siriking the eye are the changes of the front line in France betw e
December 1916 (dotted red line) and June 1917 (full red line). Less obvious, bu
perhaps more significant, are the clearly evidenced borders of the areas where,
the map’s legend reads, Niederdeutsch was spoken at that time (full yellow line}.or
where it had been spoken but was now verwelscht (dotted yellow line).

- v;ar 111?{1}? was left of th_e image of Brave Little Belgium and when
the expansion of its frontiers as compensation for the 4 years
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Monatschrift flir Hohere Schulen 15, 181 (Weidmannsche Buchhandlung, Berlin, (1916))
Nohain F, Delay P (1915) L'Histoire anecdotique de la guerre 1914-1915, 2: Pa;'is menacé Pari

sauvé. P. Lethiefleux libraire-éditeur, Paris o e e
Seligmann HD (1921) Notice sur le rdle et les travaux de 1'Insti i

i (1921) s . nstitut Cartograph ilitai
v (dgpuls sli creagu;ln Jusqu’a ce jour). Ministére de la Défense Nationale BrisglslqwS Villaire
an Caeneghem-Schoone L (2015a) Biografie van Albert Suge. ht '/;

graeve/Sugg_biografie.html. Accessed 22 Jan 2015 g8 Ripiusersclenct befstardo-
Van Caeneghem-Schoone L (2015b) Biografie van Théo De Grae :

graeve/biografie.html. Accessed 22 Jan 2015 Ve ipffusers.telent beftarde-

Prof. Wouter Bracke (Université libre de Bruxelles), former head of the Map and Prints Room

of the Royal Library of Belgium, is the director of the Academia Belgica in Rome. His publications

in the field of the history of cartography mainly focus on national cartography and the mapping

of Belgium.

Fig. 13 Visiting the Yser front, 1920. (IV 4.312, Courtesy of the Royal Library of Belgium)

of suffering, the Allies could not appreciate what they considered as a vety pre-
sumptuous request (de Schaepdrijver 2005, pp. 294-295). In the end, Belgium only
received the region of Eupen-Malmédy. And the Yser front? It very quickly became

a tourist attraction (see Fig. 13).
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