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Catalogue AB

Molla (MOL-14-SI)

Inès Corolin Amoussou, Nicolas Nikis, Alexandre Livingstone Smith and Anne Haour

1 Location

Molla is a contemporary village on the Niger river, north 
of Guene. We placed the test pit (SI) in what informants 
described as the oldest part of the village.

2 Geographical Coordinates

LAT: 11,890000 LONG: 3,260000 (WGS84)

3 Discovery

The site was identified by Nicolas Nikis, Alexandre 
Livingstone Smith, Olivier Gosselain and Anne Haour. It 
was excavated by Carolin Amoussou, on 6 February 2014.

4 Destruction Risks

The site is a rubbish dump. It is not under any specific 
threat and mitigation measures are not urgent.

5 Site

The test pit was situated in the oldest part of actual Molla 
according to oral history.

6 Excavation

Molla had never been excavated before. One test pits 
was excavated. It was 1 × 1 m and excavated by spits of 10 
cm (except for the superficial layer which was excavated 
in one spit of 20 cm). Within each spit, archaeological 
contexts (i.e. distinct units) were separated, sieved and 
bagged separately. All the spits were sieved down to 5 mm. 
The test pit was interrupted at 110 cm into sterile yellow 
sandy soil.

7 Stratigraphy

The stratigraphy of MOL-14-SI displays two major phases 
of occupation. From the modern surface down to -50 cm, 
there are several layers which include modern rub-
bish such as plastic bags. A compact yellow sandy layer 
(Context 7), with no plastic, would represent an older oc-
cupation as well as the thick layer (Context 8) which it 
overlays.

8 Finds

This investigation generated a huge number of small 
finds. Surface finds include mainly modern plastic and 
other refuse. Excavated materials include two cowries (SF 
2014-07 and 08, at 60–70 cm and 50–60 cm respectively; 
the latter featured linear incisions on the collumellar and 
labial sides of the aperture, see Christie & Haour, this vol-
ume), a shell bead (SF 2014-64, at 80–90 cm), a modern 
glass bead (SF 2014-71; S. Magnavita’s ‘Type 1’), and numer-
ous plastic beads, including one in the shape of a rose (SF 
2014-10) and another in the shape of a cowrie (SF 2014-12). 
A stitched and folded textile (SF 2014-03), very numerous 
metal fragments including a reworked robar fragment 
(SF 2014 136-9) and a reworked blue and white painted 
packaging fragment (SF 2014 136-6), are some of the likely 
modern materials retrieved. Glass fragments, including a 
reddish bracelet fragment (SF 2014-34) and a complete 
clear bottle (SF 2014-32; see Figure AB. 4, left), also figure. 
Pottery was abundant, with incisions and twisted cord 
roulette predominating, but painted motifs and blepharis 
also featuring. Three sherds featured what may be a type 
of untwisted cord roulette. As regards the metal artefacts, 
28 items were studied by Anne Filippini but archaeologi-
cal and contemporary materials are indistinguishable.

9 Interpretation and Cultural Attribution

The upper part of the test pit is clearly a witness of the 
modern occupation of Molla – a trash midden. The 
lower part may attest to an older occupation. These can 
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Figure AB.1  
Molla west section at completion

Figure AB.2 Molla west section at completion
1 Loose dark grey sandy sediment. Top soil
2 Loose grey sandy sediment with plastic
3 Grey sandy sediment with charcoal and plastic residues
4  Loose grey sandy sediment with plastic. A thin layer of 

darker sandy sediment with charcoal occurred at a top 
corner of the layer.

5  loose silty sediment with charcoal, plastic residues and 
iron fragments

6 Grey sandy sediment with charcoal
6b Small pit dug into layer
8 Grey sandy sediment
7 Yellow compact sandy sediment
8 Compact dark grey sandy sediment
9 Compact yellow sand (natural substratum)
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tentatively be attributed to the eighteenth or nineteenth 
century because of the presence of glass and cowrie shells. 
The plastic disc at 70–80 cm can be considered intrusive, 
especially given that there were many plastic beads higher 
up in the stratigraphy Alternatively the presence of bleph-
aris and black pottery are background noise in a recent, 
post-1950 AD midden.

Table AB.1 Desampling

Level Number

0–20 1
20–30 0
30–40 4
40–50 2
50–60 30
60–70 93
70–80 71
80–90 25
90–100 15
100–110 5
Total 246

Analysis in the field by Anne Haour and at UEA  
by David Kay

Table AB.2 Category 4

Context Decorated Illegible

0–20 4 0
20–30 4 0
30–40 2 0
40–50 7 0
50–60 9 1
60–70 27 0
70–80 63 0
80–90 9 0
90–100 5 0
100–110 1 0
Total 131 1

Analysis by David Kay

figure aB.3  
Glass bottles (left: MOL-14-SI, SF 2014-32; 
right: GAR-14-SI, SF 2014-09)
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Table AB.3 Category 3

Context # Burn Dec1 Dec2 Dec3 Dec4

0–20 2 int
1 mch-4
1 ext/int plain
1 rfp-1b

20–30 1 rc-1a
30–40 1 ext

1 undec ch-2 ch-2 sp1
1 ext/int undec sl-3 over rc-1a undec

40–50 1 ext rc-1a
50–60 1 pnt-r l-i

1 sl-1
1 sl-2
2 ext/int
1 ch-2 ch-2 blepharis
1 int rc-1b
1 sl-1 undec roul
1 ext/int sl-4 on inside and outside
1 rc-1a
1 rc-1b

60–70 1 blepharis
1 ext/int pnt-r c
1 int rc-1a
3 ext
1 ext/int sl-1
1 ext/int indis
1 ext cl-1 indis pnt-r
2 sl-3
2 rc-1a
1 sl-1 indis pnt-r
1 sl-2
2 int herb
2 roul
1 ext/int undec

70–80 4 ext
3 ext/int
1 blepharis
1 rc-1b
1 pnt-r c
2 ext sl-1
1 ext/int rc-1a
1 sl-1
1 sl-1
1 int rc-1a
1 int rc-1a sl-1
1 sl-1 undec sl-2 bracketing sp1-l undec

80–90 4 ext/int
1 ext
1 int rc-1a sl-1
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Context # Burn Dec1 Dec2 Dec3 Dec4

1 rc-1a pnt-r
1 int rc-1a pnt-r
1 int rc-1a
1 rc-1a
1 herb

90–100 1 int
1 ext blepharis

100–110 1 rc-1b
1 ext/int

Total 74

Analysis by David Kay and Anne Haour

Table AB.4 Rims

Context # R.Type Brn Dec1 L1 Dec2 L2 Dec3 L3 Ang. Diam Mx. thick

0–20 1 E38 ext/int 1.1
30–40 1 S4 ext/int 1.5
40–50 1 E4 int 5 0.9
50–60 1 S4 int 4 0.7

1 T17 ext/int 0.9
1 E6 int 1.0
1 E21 ext/int 4 0.9

60–70 1 S1 ext/int 4 13 0.5
1 S4 ext/int 3 0.5
1 S1 ext/int 2 0.7
1 T1 ext/int 4 0.8
1 T11 ext 2 1.4
1 E37 0.7
1 E4 ext/int 4 0.8
1 E10 ext sl-1 c-int 5 0.6
2 E32 ext/int 4 0.7

70–80 1 S1 ext/int undec u sl-1 m rc-1a m 2 27 0.6
1 S1 ext/int 2 18 0.7
1 S6 ext/int 4 0.5
1 T13 undec u indis u 2 0.9
1 T4 ext 2 1.6
1 E37 ext/int undec c pnt-r u 1.0
1 E32 ext/int 4 0.7
1 E2 ext 5 0.9
1 E24 int 4 1.0

80–90 1 S1 ext/int 3 20 0.7
1 T3 4 0.5
1 E18 ext/int 0.9
1 E18 ext/int 5 0.8

90–100 1 S6 ext/int 2 0.6
Total 31

Analysis by David Kay

Table AB.3 Category 3 (cont.)




